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Fertilizing - P art 2 

Fertilizing Bonsai is very important because they are planted in (to) small pots, with few feeding 

substances. Fertilizing regular and in the right manner ensures a healthy and controlled growth.

Parts of fertilizer

All fertilizers provide a NPK value, which is very important for using the right type of fertilizer in the right 

season. N is chemical denomination for nitrogenous, P for phosphorus and K for potassium, these 

substances have special functions which will be used for Bonsai. There are also substances such as 

sulfur and calcium which have there own functioning/s. For Bonsai especially the NPK value is 

important. 

(Nitrogenous) = General growth of the tree.

(Phosphorus) = Promotes the development of buds and fruits.

(Potassium) = Very important for making trees hardy for the winter.

As you can see, N is important for growth, and K for stopping growth, in order to make a tree ready for 

the winter season. During the early spring season a fertilizer with a high N value needs to be selected. 

During the late summer and autumn a fertilizer with a high K value needs to be chosen. So using a 

special 'Bonsai fertilizer' isn't necessary, the only thing that is important is chosing a fertilizer with the 

right NPK values! Some Bonsai shops sell special fertilizers for the spring and for autumn, which can 

be useful.

When to fertilize

Normally fertilizing can be done from the early spring season untill autumn. Firm fertilizers can be 

applied up to twice a month, liquid fertilizer once a week. Best is to use firm firtilizer for the ground, and 

liquid fertilizer for the leaves. 

How to fertilize

Fertilize Bonsai with half of the recommended quantity of fertilizer for normal plants. A tree must not be 

fertilized until two months after it was repotted. Young trees who will be formed can be fertilized more, 

or more often. Use the right NPK value of fertilizer in the right time of year. 

In the early spring and summer Bonsai have to be fertilized with a firtilizer with a high N value, to 

stimulate the growth. Choose a value of about 15-10-5 (N-P-K). Already formed trees can be fertilized 

with less Nitrogenous: 5-10-5 (N-P-K). 

During the late summer and autumn the growth have to be stopped to stimulate the growth of buds, to 

survive the winter season. Choose a fertilizer with a low N value, and a high K value, like 5-5-25.

Leaf fertilizing

You can solve liquid fertilizer in water (use half of the recommended quantity of fertilizer for 

houseplants) and spray this on the leaves of a tree to relieve the root system, and so strenghten the 

tree. The leaves will grow bigger, so only do this with trees who are still in training. 

Author?  s note: After publication I received an email from a chemist who corrected me on a small 

detail. Although the individual chemical components that make up most fertilizers have flammable 

properties themselves, when combined with other chemicals they generally loose this ability to 

combust. It seems that the only fertilizer one really needs to be concerned with is LAN which can burn 

quite easily.


